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Executive Summary 
 

 

The global economy of the 21
st
 century requires university graduates to function 

effectively in an international environment.  Recognizing this need, Texas A&M 

University provides many opportunities for students to gain international education 

experiences on and off campus and for faculty, who inspire these students, to research 

and teach abroad. Texas A&M is also committed to providing a welcoming environment 

for all the international faculty, students, visitors, and their families. 

Texas A&M Universityôs long history of international involvement has created a solid 

foundation for future plans to make Texas A&M one of the top ten public universities in 

the country, as outlined in the long-range planning document, Vision 2020.  Texas A&M 

is committed to achieving Imperative 6: ñGlobalize and Diversify the Campus.ò 

It is important to note that national and regional comparison of data are based on data 

reported in Open Doors 2008, published by the Institute for International for International 

Education.  This publication shows that in 2007-2008 (the most recent national data 

available), Texas A&M University ranked thirty-third in the U.S. among research 

institutions in the number of students earning credit abroad.  For Fall 2007, the most 

recent national data reported by IIE, Texas A&M University ranked seventeenth in the 

U.S. for the total number of enrolled international students. 

The International Programs Office is the centralized unit responsible for coordinating and 

promoting Texas A&Môs numerous international activities.  Its goal is to infuse an 

international dimension into the teaching, research and public service programs of the 

University.  This is accomplished both through academic and professional training and by 

creating a global awareness through on and off-campus programs.  In addition, each 

college at Texas A&M University has international programs and activities available to 

students, faculty and staff.  International Programs for Students is comprised of four 

academic support offices that facilitate international education: International Student 

Services, Sponsored Student Programs, Study Abroad Programs and the Santa Chiara 

Study Center in Italy.  This report includes statistical information from all of these 

offices. 

Please send any comments or questions that you might have regarding this report to our 

office.  

 

       Dr. Suzanne Droleskey 

       Executive Director 

       International Programs for Students 

       (979) 458-3575 

       sdroleskey@tamu.edu 

 

mailto:sdroleskey@tamu.edu
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Quick Reference 

 
Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 

   2008 Data provided by Texas A&M University, Office of Institutional Studies and Planning 

Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 

 
Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 
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Source: Association of International Educators, NAFSA 2008 

Rankings of Texas A&M University 

  

Texas A&M University 
Number of 

International Students 

Texas A&M University 
Number of Students 

Studying Abroad 

   Fall 2005 Fall 2006 Fall 2007 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 

U.S. Institutions 16
th
 18

th
 17

th
 31

st
 35

th
 33

rd
 

Texas Institutions 2
nd

 2
nd

 2
nd

 2
nd

 2
nd

 2
nd

 

Big 12 Universities 2
nd

 2
nd

 2
nd

 4
th
 4

th
 3

rd
 

Vision 2020 Universities 3
rd

 3
rd

 2
nd

 4
th
 5

th
 5

th
 

Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2007 

 

Host Regions / Countries for Activities Abroad - Texas A&M 

 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 

 Student Country Student Country Student Country 

Europe 898 15 957 18 1056 19 

Latin America 303 15 312 13 1 1 

Canada 1 1 150 2 274 14 

Asia 66 7 118 7 51 2 

Oceania 42 2 69 3 97 13 

Africa 28 6 9 5 41 10 

Middle East 17 3 8 1 7 3 

Other/Multiple - - 1 - 86   
Total 1355 49 1,461* 46 1613 62 

Source: Texas A&M Study Abroad Office 
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International Student Services is the primary information 

source for many programs and resources needed by 

international students.  For example, the office provides 

advertising about federal regulations governing non-

immigrant student visas as well as personal and setting in 

information, financial assistance and scholarship 

administration, orientation programs, student leadership 

opportunities, and local community. 
 

 

Dr. Suzanne Droleskey 

Acting Director 

 

International Student Services 
1st Floor Bizzell Hall East 

1226 TAMU 

College Station, Texas 

77843-1226 

Phone: 979-845-1151 

http://international.tamu.edu/iss/ 

http://international.tamu.edu/iss/
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

 

In Fall 2007, the international student population at Texas A&M University increased by 

about 6% from 3,857 in Fall 2006 to 4,094, according to Open Doors.  This increase is 

about 1% lesser than the national average.  Though there was decline in international 

students in Texas A&M for the last two years 2004 & 2005, there has been a consistent 

increase from Fall 2006.  It is important to note the data sources throughout this report.  

Data showing national rankings differs slightly from Texas A&M data due to reliance on 

different definitions used in Texas for various state vs. national reporting requirements. 

 
Texas A&M University Enrollment of International Students  

as compared to National Enrollment Data 

Academic Year All Schools % Change 
Texas A&M 
University % Change 

1993 449,749 2.5 2,783 -2.76 

1994 452,653 0.6 2,656 -4.56 

1995 453,787 0.3 2,473 -6.89 

1996 457,984 0.9 2,715 9.79 

1997 481,280 5.1 2,842 4.68 

1998 490,933 2 3,029 6.58 

1999 514,723 4.8 3,458 14.16 

2000 547,867 6.4 3,587 3.73 

2001 582,996 6.4 3,563 -0.67 

2002 586,323 0.6 3,702 3.90 

2003 572,509 -2.4 3,815 3.05 

2004 565,039 -1.3 3,721 -2.46 

2005 564,766 -0.05 3,589 -3.55 

2006 582,984 3.2 3,857 7.47 

2007 623,805 7.0 4,094 6.14 

Source: Institute for International Education, Open Doors 2008 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
TEXAS A&M RANKING AND DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

Top 25 Leading Institutions Hosting International Students, 2007/08 

Rank Institution State 
Total Intôl 
Students 

Total 
Enrollment % Intôl 

1 University of Southern California Los Angeles CA 7,189 21.52% 

2 New York University New York NY 6,404 14.49% 

3 Columbia University New York NY 6,297 25.35% 

4 
University of Illinois - Urbana-
Champaign Champaign IL 5,933 14.42% 

5 Purdue University - Main Campus West Lafayette IN 5,772 14.76% 

6 University of Michigan - Ann Arbor Ann Arbor MI 5,748 14.01% 

7 
University of California - Los 
Angeles Los Angeles CA 5,557 14.29% 

8 University of Texas - Austin Austin TX 5,550 11.06% 

9 Harvard University Cambridge MA 4,948 24.76% 

10 Boston University Boston MA 4,789 14.94% 

10 University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia PA 4,610 19.22% 

12 SUNY University at Buffalo Buffalo NY 4,363 15.92% 

13 Indiana University - Bloomington Bloomington IN 4,287 11.21% 

14 
Ohio State University - Main 
Campus Columbus OH 4,259 8.10% 

15 Michigan State University Ann Arbor MI 4,244 9.22% 

16 University of Florida Gainesville FL 4,228 8.34% 

17 Texas A&M University 
College 
Station TX 4,094 8.80% 

18 Arizona State University - Tempe Tempe AZ 3,979 7.73% 

19 Cornell University Ithaca NY 3,928 19.84% 

20 University of Wisconsin - Madison Madison WI 3,910 9.30% 

21 Stanford University Palo Alto CA 3,898 24.58% 

22 
Pennsylvania State University - 
University Park University Park PA 3,860 8.92% 

23 University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Minneapolis MN 3,756 7.38% 

24 Georgia Institute of Technology Atlanta GA 3,616 19.29% 

25 University of Houston Houston TX 3,420 9.87% 
                                       

   Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 

National data for international students is one year behind university data 

 

Texas A&M Distribution of Students by Ethnic Group 
 

   
                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 

Distribution of Texas A&M Students by Ethnic Origin - Fall 2007

White, 72.4%Black, 3.0%

Hispanic, 11.3%

Asian, 4.0%

American Indian, 

0.5%

International, 8.2%
Unknown/Other, 

0.4%

       A total of 46,542 students were enrolled in Fall 2007

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP)

A total of 46,542 students were enrolled in Fall 2008 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY DEGREE LEVEL 

 

Over the last twenty-five years, the distribution of international students has changed 

dramatically.  Since 1986, undergraduates are no longer the largest group of international 

students and currently their total is about 13.9% of the 4,127 enrolled for Fall 2008.  

From 2004 to 2006, the total number of international students seeking a masterôs degree 

dropped significantly, between 20% and 30%.  Despite this decrease it could be seen that 

there is a consistent increase from Fall 2006 to Fall 2008. The number of masterôs degree 

students as of Fall 2008 is the highest since 1995 while the number of Ph.D. students 

showed a decrease for the last two years. The number of Ph.D. students has had a steady 

increase from 1996 to 2003, and has remained fairly constant since then.  Data on this 

and following pages comes from actual headcount data and relies on the federal 

definition of an international student rather than state definitions, which differ slightly. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY COLLEGE 

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 

In the 1960s, the largest number of international students was in the College of 

Agriculture.  In Fall 2008, the number of students in engineering is 51.1% of the total 

International student population while agriculture enrollment fell to 10.8%.  A set of 

majors (labeled ñOthersò) that includes interdisciplinary majors decreased from 6.2% to 

1.6% during the period from Fall 2007 to Fall 2008. 

 

Texas A&M International Student Distribution by Colleges 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  * Others include Reciprocal Exchange, Interdisciplinary studies and Marine Biology 

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 

 

 

Texas A&M International Student Distribution by College 

* Others include Reciprocal Exchange, Interdisciplinary studies and Marine Biology 

 
Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY COLLEGE AND 

CLASSIFICATION 

 

 

Compared to Fall 2007, the number of engineering students pursuing masterôs degrees 

increased while the number of doctoral students decreased.  The other notable difference 

is the ñOtherò category, where the number of masterôs and Ph.D. students decreased 

drastically.  ñOthersò include Reciprocal Exchange, Interdisciplinary studies and Marine 

Biology. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

* Others include Reciprocal Exchange, Interdisciplinary studies and Marine Biology 

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 

Texas A&M University International Student

Distribution by College and Classification - Fall 2007
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY GENDER 

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP) 

The majority of Texas A&M international students have always been male. Though the 

percentage of females has increased slowly over the years, it has remained constant from 

the last two years.  The numbers of U.S. students, however, shows a fairly even 

distribution between male and female. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female

31.0%

Male

69.0%

Texas A&M University

Distribution of all International Students by Gender - Fall 2007

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP)

       A total of 3,836 international students were enrolled in Fall 2007

Female

48.3%

Male

51.7%

Texas A&M University

Distribution of Non-International Students by Gender - Fall 2007

Source: Texas A&M Office of Institutional Studies and Planning (OISP)

       A total of 42,706 non-international students were enrolled in Fall 2007
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY VISA TYPE 

 

The majority of the international students at Texas A&M pursue their educational goals 

as F-1 visa holders. Compared to the last year, Fall 2008 saw an increase in the number 

of masterôs degree students in the F-1 category. It is to be noted that the number of 

doctoral students is decreasing from the past 2 years..  Overall, the total number of F-1 

and J-1 student visa holders increased in Fall 2008. 
 Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount 

 
Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount 
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       A total of 4,085 international students were enrolled in Fall 2007

Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN 

 

Geographically, Texas A&M Universityôs international student population mirrors 

national demographics, with the largest number of students coming from Asia.  Although, 

in Fall 2007, over 120 countries are represented, the top three countries, India, P.R. China 

and South Korea have been among the top five countries represented by international 

students at Texas A&M for nearly a decade.  The vast majority of students from the 

Middle East and Turkey are sponsored international students who pursue their degrees 

under contractual agreements with an external funding sponsor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount 

 
 

Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount 

 

 

 

Texas A&M University Geographic Distribution of all

International Students - Fall 2007
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Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Day Headcount
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY COUNTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 

International Students in Texas 
   2007/08 2006/07  2007/08 2006/07 

 Total  51,823 49,081        %       % 

1 India  7,637 6,883  14.74 14.02 

2 Mexico  5,948 5,482  11.48 11.17 

3 China  4,444 3,965  8.58 8.08 

4 South Korea  3,441 3,514  6.64 7.16 

5 Taiwan  1,853 2,077  3.58 4.23 

6 Nepal  1,289 1,140  2.49 2.32 

7 Nigeria  967 815  1.87 1.66 

8 Japan  920 1202  1.78 2.45 

9 Canada  814 802  1.57 1.63 

        

        

        

International Students in the U.S. 
   2007/08 2006/07  2007/08 2006/07 

 World Total  623,805 582,984        %       % 

1 India  94,563 83,833  15.2 14.4 

2 China  81,127 67,723  13 11.6 

3 South Korea  69,124 62,392  11.1 10.7 

4 Japan  33,974 35,282  5.4 6.1 

5 Canada  29,051 28,280  4.7 4.9 

6 Taiwan  29,001 29,094  4.6 5.0 

7 Mexico  14,837 13,826  2.4 2.4 

8 Turkey  12,030 11,506  1.9 2.0 

9 Saudi Arabia  9,873 7,886  1.6 1.4 

10 Thailand  9,004 8,886  1.4 1.5 

Texas A&M University International Student

Percentage Distribution by Country - Fall 2007

India

25.3%

P R China

17.6%S Korea

12.8%
Mexico

6.1%

Taiwan

4.8%

Turkey

2.0%

Columbia

1.5%

All other 

nations

29.9%

       A total of 4,085 international students were enrolled in Fall 2007

Source: Texas A&M International Student Services 20th Class Day Headcount

Source: International Institute for Education, Open Doors 2008 

NAFSA : 2008Economic Impact Texas  
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INTERNAIONAL STUDENTS 
WORLD MAP DEPICTING TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROFILE 
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http://studyabroad.tamu.edu/










































http://ssp.tamu.edu/index.aspx/








http://studyabroad.tamu.edu/santa_chiara/




http://international.tamu.edu/ips/IntEdReports.asp

